
HERBERT GANTSCHACHER criticizes questionable decisions by the Oslo 
Nobel Prize Committee. 
 
"Deserving And Undeserved Peace Nobel Prize Laureates" 
 
 Alfred Nobel, the inventor of dynamite, stipulated in his last will that 
his fortune should become a foundation, the interest from which would be 
awarded "as a prize to those who, during the preceding year, have 
conferred the greatest benefit to humankind" in the fields of physics, 
chemistry, medicine, literature, and for peace efforts. This sounds very 
noble. However, there are questionable decisions made by the Nobel 
Peace Prize Committee, which is appointed by the Norwegian parliament 
according to political proportionality. For example, in 2016, the Colombian 
president, Santos, received the prize alone, without consulting his 
interlocutors. In 1973, the North Vietnamese diplomat Lê Đức Thọ shared 
the prize with the US diplomat Henry Kissinger, even though the US military 
used poison gas to defoliate forests and dropped barrel bombs from 
helicopters during the Vietnam War. Kissinger is also considered a key 
figure in the installation of totalitarian military regimes in South America. Lê 
Đức Thọ did not accept the prize. The Israelis Rabin and Peres, along with 
the Palestinian Arafat, were awarded with the Peace Nobel Prize in 1994 
for their efforts to resolve the Middle East conflict. Arafat was responsible 
for decades of kidnappings and bombings. Rabin was assassinated in Tel 
Aviv in 1995 by a Jewish right-wing extremist. In 2015, the Tunisian 
National Reconciliation Quartet was awarded with the Peace Nobel Prize 
for the "Jasmine Revolution", a "revolution" that brought no peace but 
destroyed the livelihoods of many ordinary people. In 2012, the EU was 
awarded with the Paece Nobel Prize; it is not a democratic project anymore, 
as demonstrated by the secret negotiations on CETA, TTIP, EPA (Africa-
EU), and TISA (services). Instead of building a European house that 
secures peace, the EU is driving militarization forward. In 2009, outgoing 
US President Obama received the Nobel Peace Prize as a kind of "loan," a 
promise he never fulfilled. The Oslo Committee lacks competence. Civil 
rights activist and poet-president Václav Havel did not receive a Nobel 
Peace Prize, even though he spearheaded the peaceful dissolution of 
Czechoslovakia into two states in 1993. Obama and the EU should also 
serve as role models. Please return the Peace Nobel Prizes; you do not 
deserve them! 
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